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appreciate the importance and magnitude of the events in
which we have been taking part." As the ship steamed out of
the harbour at Boulogne, I stood on the deck by his side, as
he acknowledged the plaudits of the crowd on the quay.
I said, " Now for the next chapter ! " " Yes," he replied, " now
for the next chapter 1 " Later he said that the reactionaries
were hard at work. " If they imagine," he added, " that I am.
going to carry out their policy, they are much mistaken. I
shall support the cause of the people, and if it becomes neces-
sary to break with these people, I shall do so. Let me have a
fortnight's holiday, and then I will decide what to do." The
news reached us at Folkestone that the King and Cabinet
were to meet L. G. at Victoria. The P.M. changed his clothes
in the train. After doing so, he sat wrapped in deep thought.
I said, " You will have to make a speech this week."
L. G. : Yes, I do not look forward to it.
R. : There will be plenty to say.

L. G. : The difficulty will be the task of selection. De-
ciding what and what not to say. It would be easier if I had
not to speak first.

The P.M. had a great reception at Victoria, and drove
off with the King.

An amusing incident took place when the terms were
handed to the Austrians. The Conference was held in a
zoological museum. At a critical moment there was a loud
crash. Everyone thought a bomb had been thrown. It turned
out that a photographer who had been crouching on the top
of a huge glass case containing specimens had suddenly
disappeared into the interior, whence he was hauled with much
difficulty. It was interesting to note that although everyone
was alarmed, everyone tried to look calm and unperturbed.

102